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ATTENTION PLEASE 


Old photographs are urgently desired for a 
proposed book, AN ALBUM OF CHURCH OF 
GOD HISTORY. 

If you have any old photographs that relate 
to the history of the Church of God, please con- 
tact me immediately. These photographs may be 
of past General Assemblies, camp meetings, B.T.S. 
classes, the opening of new fields, or numerous 
other interesting aspects of our Church back- 
ground. 

Please write me and tell me what type photo- 
graph(s) you have. It may be that we will need 
them very much for the contemplated book. ANY 
PHOTOGRAPHS YOU SEND SHOULD BE IDENTI- 
FIED ON THE BACK AND SHOULD HAVE YOUR 
NAME AND ADDRESS ON THEM. They will be 
well protected and returned to you. 

Thank you very much for your prompt cooper- 
ation in this matter. 

—Charles W. Conn, Editor-in-Chief 
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an outstanding one, for no world-shaking event 

took place. It was, however, a significant year, 

a time when some lasting influences were felt amid 
the flow of commonplace events. It was a year of 
change and chance, a year of violence and victory, a 
year of plague and plenty, a year of progress and pro- 
blem; but by and large, 1910 was an ordinary year. 
A plague swept India that year, claiming half a 
million lives, and severe floods raged in Belgium, 
France, Switzerland, and Japan. Frequently through 
the year Great Britain and the United States were 
hampered by widespread labor strikes in their coal 
mines and transportation systems. The Union of South 
Africa was inaugurated in May of that year, and in 
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England, King Edward VII died and was succeeded 
by George V, a revolution in Portugal dethroned King 
Manuel and established a republican form of govern- 
ment. William Howard Taft was President of the 
United States, but ex-President Theodore Roosevelt 
made more headlines with an extensive tour of Africa 
and Europe. 


The world was becoming travel conscious. The 
United States was busy constructing a canal across 
the Isthmus of Panama; railroad traffic was opened 
across the Andes Mountains between Buenos Aires and 
Santiago. The newly invented airplane was so vastly 
improved that it could fly at the fantastic speed of 
forty-five miles per hour, and one plane reached a 
record altitude of 11,476 feet. 

1910 had its religious significance, too. In Chang-Sha, 
China, riots were directed against foreign missionaries 
and six out of nine missionary stations were burned. 
On the other hand, Turkey exempted American 
churches and missions from the Ottoman law and 
granted them permission to own their own property. 
The Catholic Church issued a papal encyclical that 
characterized the Protestant Reformation as “a vi- 
cious corruption and a perversion of discipline.” Con- 
flict between the Vatican and Spain resulted when 
Spain granted Protestants the right to show external 
signs of their belief; Rome protested even this degree 


of tolerance, especially when curbs were put on the 
influx of Catholic religious orders. 

The Pentecostal revival in 1910 was found in many 
parts of the world. The revival had been born simul- 
taneously in many countries, and missionaries were 
going from these to-still other countries. The Church 
of God, a small segment of the world-wide revival, was 
at that time confined to the southeastern U.S.A., with 
thirty-one congregations and 1,005 members in Ten- 
nessee, North Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, and Florida. 
It was in that same year that Church of God emis- 
saries went forth to other parts of the world: R. M. 
Evans, Ida Evans, and Carl M. Padgett to the Bahama 
Islands; Lillian Thrasher to Egypt; and Sam C. Perry 
to Cuba. In the United States, the church extended its 

ministry into Kentucky and Vir- 
ginia; it established twenty-seven 
new congregations, a gain of almost 
ninety per cent; its membership 
increased from 1,005 to 1,885, a gain 
of almost eighty-five per cent. 
This was the year that the 
Church of God Evangel was born 
The first edition, dated March 1, 
1910, contained articles by several 
prominent ministers of that time 
who wrote on simple aspects of the 
Pentecostal blessing. The small 
eight-page paper also featured a 
number of personal testimonies and 
reports from local churches. When 
the paper was printed, folded, 
wrapped, and addressed, the editor 
gathered the modest bundle in his 
arms and carried it about a mile 
to the post office to be mailed. Thus was born a Chris- 
tian journal that has been published continuously 
ever since. 


Other Pentecostal periodicals had already appeared, 
so the Evangel was an additional voice to the growing 
testimony. Those earlier publications have ceased 
since that time, and the Evangel is left as the oldest 
Pentecostal periodical still in print today. 


Since its initial publication began on March 1, 1910, 
the paper has grown in stature and in strength. For 
fifty years it has been a mirror to its times, recording 
the spread of the Pentecostal revival, leading sinners 
to Christ, and exhorting all men to a life of greater 
consecration. 

From 1910 to 1914 the Evangel was a biweekly paper, 
but since that time it has been published weekly. 
Its page size was changed frequently until 1931 when 
the present size was begun. For the first twelve years 
of its publication, it was edited by the General Over- 
seer of the church, A. J. Tomlinson, but in 1922, a year 
before the impeachment of Tomlinson, a new editor, 
J. S. Llewellyn, was selected to guide the fortunes of 
the paper. After five years Llewellyn was followed by 
S. W. Latimer, who became General Overseer after 
only one year. Other editors who have directed the 
affairs of the paper are M. W. Letsinger, R. P. Johnson, 
E. C. Clark, E. L. Simmons, J. H. Walker, and J. D. 
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editor has at some time been a member of the ally been dependent upon the ability and insight of 
Supreme Council, which since 1917 has been the high- its editor at the time. 
est body of the church between General Assemblies. For fifty years the paper has been powerful in 
Three of the editors—Tomlinson, Latimer, and Walk- sermonic content. Some of the greatest holiness 
er—have also served as General Overseer; five of them preaching of all times has appeared in its pages. 
—Latimer, Johnson, Clark, Simmons, and Bright—have These sermons have been totally evangelical, firmly 
served as Assistant General Overseer. Until 1946, the based on the eternal truths of God, offering to its 
editor of the Evangel also served as publisher; at that readers the security and the certainty of God’s Word 
time the office of business manager was created and in a time of increasing turmoil and human uncer- 
E. C, Clark was appointed to fill it. Clark has been tainty. 
succeeded by A. M. Phillips, Cecil Bridges, and E. C. Looking back over the past fifty years, we see that 
Thomas. In 1959 the title Business Manager was. our present publication has a rich and worthy back- 
changed to Publisher. ground. We pause to pay just and deserved honor to 
The Evangel has recorded the Pentecostal revival those whose labors and efforts have been wsed of 
from its scattered simultaneous beginning to its pres- God to make it what it is today. The present editor 
ent world-encircling dimensions. It has borne witness and editorial staff pay homage to all our predecessors 
to the growth of the Church of God from thirty-one whose labor and influence have left their impression 
congregations in five states to its overspread of this upon the journalistic endeavor. 
nation and its outreach to more than fifty other Not forgetful of the past, we must now look forward. 
nations. It has seen the birth of every department The next fifty years mean more to us now than the 
of the church except the Sunday School, which was fifty years that are past. What has been done means 
a part of the Church of God from its beginning. The nothing at all if it does not now inspire to greater 
Evangel has felt, and has recorded, the impact of two deeds and achievements for the future. Our present 
world wars; it has seen and has analyzed the rise of plans, our hopes, our dreams, our prayers, are forward, 
Communism; it has reflected the problems of Chris- not backward. Now that we have glanced back, we 
tian living in a technological age. From its beginning, must make sure that we do not go back. The good 
the editorial pages of the Evangel have endeavored to way is before us, and it is our sincere belief that that 
keep its readers abreast of the times with a Christian which lies ahead of us is even greater than that which 
interpretation of current news, religious trends, and lies behind. 


Bright, all popular leaders of the church. Every contemporary themes. The success of this has natur- * 
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scattered. They are coming. as declared that the gospel was 
the light is now shining, since preached to every creature under 
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OR FIFTY YEARS the Evangel has been the 
official journal of the Church of God. Through 
the years its voice has spoken clearly and 
authoritatively on those matters which needed to be 
discussed. The constituents of the Church of God 
have come to respect and even revere its pages. It 
would be difficult or even impossible to assess the 
values of this publication to unnumbered thousands 
throughout the world for this past half century. It is 
surely safe to assert, however, that the Evangel has 
been most effective and even vital to the continual 
progress of the Church during the past five decades. 

From the beginning, the Church’s dominant passion 
has been to preach the gospel of Christ to the whole 
world. Men and women must be brought to a saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ and established in the 
Christian doctrine. The Evangel has been a faithful 
servant as a pioneer witness extending the message 
of the holiness faith and Pentecostal doctrine through- 
out the U.S.A. and other English speaking countries. 
Its pages have served as an evangelist to the lost, 
an instructor to the uninformed, and a counselor to 
the distressed. It has been the beacon which stretched 
forth the light of deliverance to those who sought 
truth. 

The Evangel has been a powerful influence in alert- 
ing the Church in America to the missionary chal- 
lenge in other parts of the world. Through the pages 
of this magazine the clarion call reached forth— 
“Come over into Macedonia and help us.” Today the 
message has been received in fifty-six countries 
around the world, and 133,400 souls outside the con- 
tinental U.S.A. have become members of the Church 
of God. 

For many years the Evangel has been a real friend 
to the orphaned and abandoned children. The Biblical 
responsibility of caring for these children has been 
clearly set forth. Through the magazine, the progress 
in establishing suitable homes to provide physical, 
mental, and spiritual care for these children has been 
reported. 

In promoting the full program of the Church, the 
Evangel has not neglected the educational institutions. 
It has given an effective voice in awakening the 
Church to the need of providing educational oppor- 
tunities to her young people. The accomplishments in 
this field have been rewarding. 

More recently the Evangel has given a strong voice 
to the nationwide radio ministry, “Forward in Faith.” 
This project has progressed until now each Sunday 
some 258,500 watts of radio power transmit the gospel 
of Christ. 

One could continue for a very long time in enumer- 
ating the vast contributions the Evangel has made to 
the denomination. Perhaps no greater tribute could 
be offered, however, than to affirm that the paper has 
well fulfilled her responsibility as the official Church 
journal. It has spoken clearly and decisively as the 
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voice of the Church. It has spoken warmly and emo- 
tionally in moments of triumph with words of com- 
mendation. Occasionally, it has spoken sternly in 
rebuke when it seemed necessary. More often than 
not, it has spoken calmly but courageously to urge 
the Church onward. Indeed, it has been the voice of 
direction. The editors, wise, talented and godly men, 
have fashioned the Evangel into an able voice of a 
great Church. 

By taking a retrospective view of the work of the 
Church for the past fifty years, we discover sufficient 
reason to rejoice because of the past blessings of the 
Lord. God has surely and definitely honored the min- 
istry of those early pioneers of the faith. Their faith 
in God and dedication to the holiness testimony and 
Pentecostal experience have been richly rewarded. 
Their compassionate outreach for the salvation of 
suffering, sinful, dying men around the world has 
been recompensed by a very rich harvest of souls. 

We can humbly, yet proudly, say that the Church of 
God has won her rightful place in the church world 
by having organized churches and by having estab- 
lished mission stations in some fifty-six countries 
around the world. We now have more men and means 
with which to expand the ministry of the Lord Jesus 
Christ than any time in the history of this denomina- 
tion. Today there are more open doors before us 
challenging us to intensify our efforts to reach the 
unreached than at any time in history. Will we ac- 
cept the challenge? 

The future is just as bright as the promises of God. 
We cannot afford to do less than to continue an 
anointed ministry. The only justification for our 
existence is that we continue in the faith, fervently 
serving the Lord. We take this opportunity of calling 
the membership of the Church to a new dedication to 
the faith of the Bible and the many leaders of the 
church to an enlarged vision for a more effective 
ministry. 

Let us tax every facility of the Church to its capac- 
ity for the evangelization of the world. “Souls are 
crying, men are dying.” Let us save the lost at any 
cost. We invite you to use the printed pages of the 
Evangel to make the miraculous power of God’s Word 
known by sending your personal testimony of healings, 
progress reports on revivals, camp meetings, and 
articles of general interest. We earnestly request the 
cooperation of state overseers, pastors, and lay mem- 
bers to help increase the circulation of the Evangel 
by being a regular subscriber and by placing it in 
public reading places, bus stations, prisons, and homes 
of influential persons. 


General Executive Committee: 


James A. Cross, General Overseer 

Earl P. Paulk, Assistant General Overseer 
H. D. Williams, Assistant General Overseer 
A. M. Phillips, General Secretary-Treasurer 
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SS. BAHAMA STAR 
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BY CHARLES W. CONN 


HE FIFTIETH anniversary 
missions caravan to the 
Bahama Islands is now his- 
tory, and I predict that in time it 
will become a legend among us. It 
is the type of venture that will 
grow in remembrance, in signifi- 
cance, and in importance. 
The caravan began with a special 
memoria! service in Durant, Flor- 


ida, home of pioneer missionary. 


R. M. Evans. Following a special 
message by Lewis J. Willis, the 
delegates motored across the State 
of Florida to Miami, where a great 
host of others were already waiting. 
The excitement and confusion of 
boarding the ship was completely 
new to most of the 726 passengers 
who boarded the S. S. Bahama Star 
(twenty-four others made the trip 
on the S. S. Yarmouth. Boarding 
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began about three in the afternoon 
of January 1, and continued until 
nearly nine. The decks were crowd- 
ed as the large ship pulled up 
anchor and set out to sea. Grad- 
ually the lights of Miami disap- 
peared in the night as the ship 
moved on into the broad expanse 
of the ocean. 

A late night service was conduct- 
ed in the lounge of. the ship, with 
Earl P. Paulk preaching as only 
he can do. 

Many of the passengers were up 
early the next morning, waiting to 
see the splendor of sunrise on the 
ocean. About noon the ship reached 
its destination, Nassau. A group of 
the Bahamian saints, led by Over- 
seer C. E. Allred and Odine H. 
Wolff, welcomed us with singing on 
the docks. It would have been a 
cold heart that was not gladdened 
by this experience. The physical 
hardships of the trip were not 
enough to rob one of that joyous 
union. 

Brother Aultman, the Program 
Committee, and the Missions Board 
were wise in leaving the remainder 
of the first day free for sightseeing 
and individual activity. There was 
too much excitment in the air for 
anything else. 

Brothers Allred and Wolff, along 
with the other pastors, had ar- 
ranged efficient transportation to 
carry the boatload of delegates to 
three simultaneous services on Sun- 
day morning. Buses, taxis, and 
private cars took us to the Fowler 


7 Street, East Street, and Faith Tem- 


ple Churches, where we had vic- 
torious and jubilant times in each 
of these meetings. The Americans 
and the Bahamians mingled in 
Christian love and worship with 
singing, praying, rejoicing, and the 
preaching of the Word. Preachers 
for the three services were George 
L. Britt, Cecil B. Knight, and Dr. R. 
O. Corvin of the Pentecostal Holi- 
ness Church. 

Evening services were conducted 
in the same churches. Because 
there could be no evening services 
on Monday, there were two speakers 
for each of the Sunday night ser- 
vices: George D. Lemons and J. D. 
Bright spoke at East Street; A. V. 
Howell and Luther Turner at Faith 
Temple; A. M. Phillips and Charles 
W. Conn at Fowler Street. 
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A mass rally was conducted at 
the City Ball Park on Monday, 
January 4. The service began at 
noon, the same time of day R. M. 
Evans and Carl M. Padgett arrived 
in Nassau on January 4, 1910, 
exactly fifty years before. Brother 
Carl M. Padgett was with us on 
this caravan and spoke at several 
of the services, including the mass 
rally, with force and clarity as if 
he were still young. I do not believe 
that it is any exaggeration to say 
that he warmed all hearts that 
were present. The rally featured 
grecial singing by the Bahamians 

(Gnd a@ message by C. R. Spain. 

When the ship pulled out from 
dock in the late afternoon, the 
Bahamian saints were again on 
ypand to sing farewell to us. Those 
who lined the rail watching will 







scarcely forget the poignancy of 
that departure. 

Just before dawn on Tuesday 
morning, while we were still thirty 
miles from Miami, trouble in the 
engine room created a brief fire 
scare and stopped the ship. The 
S. S. Bahama Star lay. motionless 
on the sea until two tugboats ar- 
rived about noon to pull us on in 
to Miami. There had been no actual 
danger, but the brief fear that 
there might be, and the dramatic 
conclusion of the trip may in time 
prove to be one of the memorable 
parts of it. Spontaneous services 
were begun in the lounges and on 
the decks. Perhaps it was all provi- 
dential, for it gave a hint of the 
inconvenience that our missionaries 
have to endure; after all, we were 
commemorating fifty years of mis- 
sionary service in the Church of 
God. 

After a long night of watching 
the lights of Miami draw almost 
imperceptibly closer, we docked at 
dawn on Wednesday morning, Jan- 
uary 6. It was the end of an adven- 
ture, that will not soon be forgotten. 
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In time to come, the trip will be 
a legend among us like some of 
the things that have happened in 
the church in bygone years. 

The trip was conceived and plan- 
ned as a commemoration of fifty 
years of missionary service. In that 
way we wanted to recognize, em- 
phasize, and dramatize their travels 
on and over the seas to their dis- 
tant fields of labor. It is through 
their very real, and not merely 
imagined, sufferings and inconven- 
iences that we as a church have 
been brought to where we are 
today. Theirs has been the toil. 
Theirs has been the care. Theirs 
has been the struggle. Ours was 
a sharing in the rejoicing. 

May God bless you and sustain 
you, our missionaries in many 
lands, for the great labors that 
you are doing. We have tried to 
demonstrate to you and to the 
world that we love you, appreciate 
you, and honor you. We have tried 
to demonstrate that we are con- 
scious of and thankful for the 
great blessings of our God through 
this past half century. 

























































be around at your birth, for it 

was a full six years after 
your momentous beginning in 1910 
that the Supreme Council was 
brought into existence. There are, 
however, among our council mem- 
bers some who recall vividly the 
struggle you had and we all hail 
your survival to reach the maturity 
you now embrace. 

We remember the first issues 
with their potent, far-reaching 
messages that encouraged and 
strengthened the family of 1,005 
members to whom you ministered. 
The value of your written pages in 
the formative years of the church 
helped to bring into existence other 
departments of vital strength. 

Your ministry even preceded our 
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schools, colleges, children’s homes, 
the Youth Department and The 
Lighted Pathway. 

The letters, articles, and sermons 
published in your years of infancy 
and uncertainty have continued 
world-wide in scope for the ad- 
vancement of the kingdom of God, 
and have become a tower of 
strength to the ever-increasing 
constituency of the church; your 
messages of “sound doctrine” of 


the many departments of the 
church have given us a compre- 
hensive view of our organization 
at home and abroad. The current 
testimonies are heart-warming and 
inspirational. Your sermons and 


editorials will forever remain en- 
shrined in our hearts. Your true 
reward does not rest alone in a 
large circulation, but in the posi- 
tive knowledge that you have been 
instrumental in bringing the age- 





Seated (left to right): A. M. Phillips, H. D. Williams, James A. 
Cross, Earl P. Paulk, and Charles W. Conn. Standing ‘left to right): 
J. D. Bright, D. C. Boatwright, Ralph E. Williams, J. H. Walker, Ray 
H. Hughes, C. R. Spain, J. T. Roberts, Wade H. Horton, W. C. Byrd, 
Zeno C. Tharp, H. B. Ramsey, and Houston R. Morehead. 


“faith of our fathers” have 
undergirded us. Your good journal- 
istic methods of production have 
been most helpful. Different editors 
have spoken through your pages, 
each contributing his best. Prolific 
writers, inspired ministers, and con- 
secrated laymen have been con- 
stant in their unanimous support. 

Your purpose has ever been to 
keep your readers informed of cur- 
rent news and religious trends and 
to fulfill the divine commission, 
“Go ye into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture.” In this you have been highly 
successful and your circulation is 
commendable. You have the rare 
distinction of being the oldest Pen- 
tecostal magazine in print today. 

From your beautiful new home, 
with modern: methods of produc- 
tion which make your pages more 
attractive and appealing, you speed 
your blessings to all of us. Your 
plan of devoting each year to cer- 
tain doctrinal subjects has enrich- 
ed our spiritual lives beyond mea- 
sure. The special issues featuring 


less story of salvation to all the 
world. Your printed pages (ink on 
paper) come to life through the 
power of the Word, bringing sal- 
vation, hope, and true peace to the 
world. Your full accomplishments 
will be truly known only when sin 
is no more and man is immor- 
talized. 

You now face your greatest chal- 
lenge—a world fighting for sur- 
vival, amid threats of extinction 
by mighty hydrogen explosives and 
doctrines of devils that destroy the 
souls of men. Mankind today is try- 
ing to find an answer to these pro- 
blems; you can supply his need. 
Through the ministry of godly men 
who fill your columns with the 
truth and light, you will go on to 
far greater achievements than we 
mere mortals dream possible. With 
this firm belief in our hearts, we 
salute you! May your next fifty 
years (if Jesus tarries) culminate 
in an eternal harvest that is not 
measurable in human understand- 
ing, but possible only through the 
greatness and infinite love of God. 
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A. J. Tomlinson 
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E. L. Simmons 
1939-1942 






J.S, Llewellyn 
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M. W. Letsinger 
1928-1931 





J. H. Walker 
1946-1948 





BC Clark 


1932-1935 
1942-1946 























REFLECTIONS OF 
FORMER EDITORS 


R. P. Johnson 


GREETINGS must be 
a happy part of the Christian’s 
heritage and when the occasion is 
that of celebrating the Golden An- 
niversary of -the Church of God 
Evangel, I know of nothing that I 
could do with more warmth of 
heart than to extend greetings and 
salute all Church of God ministers, 
members, and the vast number of 
friends, lovers, and supporters of 
the. cause for which Christ died, 
the Church exists, and the Evangel 
is published. 

As a member and minister of the 
Church and a reader of the Evan- 
gel for forty-four years, and also 
a former editor, the following are 
a few of the services in which the 
Evangel has a definite and essen- 
tial part. (1) It is valuable to the 
Church generally in spreading 
abroad authentic information as to 
the Church’s doctrine, teachings, 
and organizational setup, includ- 
ing the power and work of the 
General Assembly, its various de- 
partments, boards, and commit- 


E. L. Simmons 





tees. (2) It is a blessing to the 
states, districts, and local church- 
es as an aid in the fulfillment of 
their divers services and duties. (3) 
It is an influence in keeping souls 
aroused and awake to the fact that 
holiness of heart and life is God’s 
standard for all disciples. (4) It 
constantly stresses and presses the 
right and need of all believers to 
be filled with, empowered and 
guided by the Holy Ghost toward 
a task well done and the saving of 
selves from this untoward genera- 
tion. (5) It is keeping readers re- 
minded that perfect love toward 
God and equal love toward one’s 
neighbor is the supreme law of all 
who will follow Christ, have peace 
of mind and happiness of heart. 
(6) It plays an important part in 
bringing about and maintaining 
good relations in the home, church, 
and among others whose happiness 
we seek. These with many other 
varied far-reaching usages merit 
both this celebration and the fu- 
ture active good will of all. 


To THE Church of 
God Evangel readers, greetings, in 
the precious name of Jesus. Hav- 
ing had a more perfect knowledge 
of matters pertaining to the pub- 
lishing interest of the Church of 
God and more particularly of its 
official organ, the Church of God 
Evangel, and drawing near (as we 
are) to the birthday of that 
worthy publication, it seemed good 
to me that I should write to you 
these few words concerning its 
birth and growth. 

Pentecost was a comparatively 
new doctrine. Those who had em- 
braced it worshiped in school- 
houses, store buildings, and other 
such buildings. They were repre- 
sented by detached unorganized 





In this greeting, I hope to make 
you conscious of how deeply the 
editorial staff and those who assist 
in the publication of the Evangel 
appreciate your warm Christian 
fellowship in this great and worthy 
service. Such fellowship adds 
strength to their purposes, pro- 
vokes them to more perfect love 
for God and loyalty té duty, and 
quickens their spirits to do a bet- 
ter job. 

What a privilege for you and me 
to meet in this issue of the Evan- 
gel and share in the celebration 
of its fifty years of blessedness. To 
you, friend of Christ, I am de- 
lighted to extend this short greet- 
ing with long range and good 
meaning. 


bodies called in some places “come 
outers,” because they came out of 
the nominal churches. 


Up to this time there were few 
Pentecostal papers. These were all 
in their beginnings: The Bride- 
groom’s Messenger of Atlanta, 
Georgia, The Midnight Cry of Port- 
land, Oregon, The Latter Rain of 
Seattle, Washington, and several 
others on the west coast. These 
continued their -publications at 
broken intervals, but as far as we 
know, the Church of God Evangel 
is the oldest Pentecostal paper in 
the United States with uninterrup- 
ted service. 


In the year 1909 at the fifth an- 
nual-Assembly of the Church of 
God, a committee of seven men, all 
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of whom later became members of 
the General Council of the Church 
of God, were appointed as a pub- 
lishing committee. This committee 
began its work immediately and by 
March, 1910, the first issue was in 
the mail. The name was Evening 
Light and Church of God Evangel. 
It only carried this title about one 
year, however, when the words 
Evening Light were dropped, leav- 
in the name Church of God Evan- 
gel. This has been its name ever 
since. Thus an avenue of great 
spiritual inspiration and powerful 
impact was opened to the Church. 
Glowing testimonies began to pour 
in from the churches. The lines of 
the Evangel were like arteries 
bringing life, evangelistic life. The 





Evangel’s wings began to spread. 
A man in Texas was walking down 
the railroad tracks and he picked 
up a paper which had been thrown 
from the train. It was an Evangel 
and was the cause of a great re- 
vival that was the means of the 
Church of God being planted in 
Texas. 

Nor has the Evangel been lack- 
ing in its inspiration of faith. Ever 
since that first mailbag was made 
ready to take to the post office, 
Christian men and women have 
knelt in prayer at the office and 
around the Evangel each week and 
asked the blessings of God upon it 
that it might carry the message of 
salvation and healing for the soul 
and body. The answer to this 


J. H. Walker 





IN 1915 WHEN the 
Church of God Evangel was only 
five years old, as a lad of fifteen, 
I saw my first Evangel. It was 
then in a large four-page news- 
paper format, filled with inspiring 
messages, encouraging reports, and 
fiery testimonies. There were ac- 
counts of outstanding healings, and 
at times accounts of persecutions 
overcome by enthusiastic willing 
sufferers who counted it all joy to 
be numbered with the sincere band 
of Spirit-filled believers. 
It has been my happy privilege 
for forty-five years (twenty-six of 
them in Cleveland) to watch the 
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Evangel grow, and to be one of the 
many hundreds of thousands 
strengthened by it. 


The Church of God Evangel born 
March 1, 1910, survived all the pit- 
falls common to many of the 
earlier publications, to serve con- 
tinuously as a leading voice of the 
Pentecostal movement and has 
gained the rare distinction now of 
being the oldest Pentecostal paper 
in print today. Its pages have 
spanned the seven seas to keep its 
readers abreast of the Pentecos- 
tal news and activities and prog- 
ress of the Church in opening new 
fields at home and abroad, of its 
creation of various departments to 
meet more adequately its growing 
needs and ever-expanding services 
in the Pentecostal revival of this 
twentieth century. 


This official organ has duly rep- 
resented our Bible Schools, colleges, 
world-wide missions, Sunday School 
and Youth Departments, Home for 
Children, L.W.W.B. progress, Music 
Department, and evangelism. It 
has been a blessing to millions. One 
copy thrown from a passing train 
brought the first Pentecostal mes- 
sage of the Church of God to Texas, 
and was the beginning of our work 
in that great state. 

The Evangel finds its way 


prayer has been verified by the 
thousands of testimonies that have 
come in stating that by simply lay- 
ing the Evangel on the body God 
has gloriously healed all manner 
of diseases. 

Isaiah gives us a vivid picture of 
the Evangel in its publishing work 
for there is no greater work than 
that of publishing the gospel. “How 
beautiful upon the mountains are 
the feet of him that bringeth good 
tidings, that publisheth peace; that 
bringeth good tidings of good, that 
publisheth salvation; that saith un- 
to Zion, Thy God reigneth!” (Isaiah 
52:7). 

And so we bring you greetings! 
Greetings with the message from 
the messenger. 


through crowded cities, rural areas, 
in mountain country, and over 
seas. Many people in various lands 
go in all kinds of weather to get 
their Evangel which to them is the 
most precious publication in all 
the world. In sickness, they find 
messages that gender faith for 
healing. During times of reverses, 
when there seems to be no way 
but down, the Evangel brings news 
of others’ victories and again they 
take courage. 


I recall that once the Evangel’s 
news brought a disappointment. It 
was during the influenza epidemic 
in 1918. Down on the farm twelve 
miles from Delhi, Louisiana, I had 
my suitcase almost packed to at- 
tend the General Assembly. I had 
pressed my trousers and had 
started pressing my coat, when my 
father came in with the Evangel. 
The headlines that looked three 
inches tall glared at me across 
that large newspaper: “Postponed 
Indefinitely.” After a little, I fig- 
ured those tremendous words 
meant that no one knew when the 
Assembly would be, and there was 
none that year. I was disappointed. 
Four years later I attended my first 
Assembly and have never missed 
a one since. . 


In a world flooded with undesir- 























able literature, the Evangel has at- 
tained rank and rating beyond the 
Pentecostal boundaries, being es- 
teemed and appreciated by official 
editorial boards of Bible believing 
Christians throughout our country. 


Editors 


The Evangel has had ten editors 
during these fifty years. I am hap- 
py to have served as one of them. 
Also I am glad to be one of the 
five editors still living to enjoy its 


I HAD SERVED the Church 
of God as evangelist, pastor, 
state overseer and assistant 
general overseer since 1930. In 
these capacities my experiences 
were many but no more numerous 
than I was to realize as editor- 
in-chief. 

The honor and responsibility of 
becoming editor-in-chief was be- 
stowed upon me by the General 
Assembly of 1948 in Birmingham, 
Alabama. This recognition was ex- 
tended to me again in Birming- 
ham in 1950, and my full term of 
four years expired in August, 1952, 
at which time I was appointed 
state overseer of Texas. 


It had been my privilege to serve 
as member of the Publishing In- 
terest Committee and as field ed- 
itor of the Church of God Evangel 
for several years. This, plus con- 
tributing to state papers and serv- 
ing as editor of two state papers 
over a period of five years, con- 
stituted most of my journalistic ex- 
perience before becoming editor-in- 
chief. 


I shall never forget the night of 
restlessness and prayer I spent fol- 
lowing my nomination by the Gen- 
eral Council. In fact, it is alto- 
gether possible that I would have 
requested the General Council to 
permit me to step aside as the 
nominee the next morning had I 
not felt the Lord’s presence very 
real before daylight and received 
encouragement from several of the 
brethren before the session began. 

I was given a strong and faith- 
ful committee in the persons of 


_ T. W. Godwin, who was chairman, 
V. D. Combs, James L. Slay, and 


blessings. I was the eighth, and 
the first editor-in-chief (1946-48). 
I esteem the position very highly 
and will always appreciate the 
honor and opportunity of serving. 
To the editors before me I have 
high regard and deep respect, and 
to my successors likewise, especially 
to our present editor-in-chief, who 
for the past eight years has done 
such a superb, outstanding job as 
an accomplished writer and editor. 

To you, our own Church of God 


J. D. Bright 
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Paul Stallings. Our work began be- 
fore leaving Birmingham. The 
names of several deserving young 
men were selected and I was au- 
thorized to choose either of them 
to be editor of The Lighted Path- 
way and one of my associates in 
editing Sunday School literature. I 
chose a pastor, who had already 
made a favorable impression by oc- 
casional articles to The Lighted 
Pathway and Evangel, from the 
Lead Belt of Missouri, Charles W. 
Conn. He distinguished himself by 
his work and became my successor 
at the General Assembly of 1952, 
which position he still holds in a 
most commendable manner. 

Once Sister Bright, the children, 
and I were located on 3l1st Street 
(now First), Cleveland, Tennessee, 
I found myself surrounded by the 
various phases of my work which 
consisted in writing the teachers’ 
quarterlies, adult quarterly leaf- 
lets, assisting in other Sunday 
School publications, and the weekly 
editing of the Evangel and giving 
approval reading to numerous oth- 
er church publications. 

I soon found that at least a few 
here and there had the same 
opinion of me that I had—that I 
did not know very much about 
journalism. However, I also discov- 
ered that as a general rule, they 
did not know any more, so I de- 
cided to be grateful for construc- 


Evangel, congratulations on this 
your golden anniversary. You merit 
and have our highest praise and 
commendation for your excellent 
services thus far and, if Jesus tar- 
ries, in the world you face to- 
morrow with all its perils. Morally, 
spiritually, and physically may you 
continue to be that guiding light 
of truth to the lost, and that sta- 
bilizing, strengthening, comforting 
force to Christian men and our 
posterity to the end of time. 





tive criticism and helpful sugges- 
tions and respect or tolerate all 
the rest—some amusing and some 
irritating. Some wanted controver- 
sial articles run on _ doctrines, 
teachings, and etc., so as to carry 
on polemics. I gave place to articles 
and teachings, but not for con- 
troversy. 

Being quite a bit Irish, I will ad- 
mit that some of the letters I re- 
ceived ran my temperature rather 
high, but I had learned while state 
overseer to pray and sleep over 
rabble-rousing letters before an- 
swering them. Adherence to this 
attitude not only helped me save 
my face with those who sought 
controversy, but helped me gain 
their respect and many times their 
friendship. 

Some could not seem to under- 
stand that when I succeeded Broth- 


-er J, H. Walker there was a back- 


log of articles and, of course, when 
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he went to the office he also had 
found many articles awaiting their 
turn. Therefore, it was nothing un- 
usual to receive mild, anxious, in- 
quiries and even demands that “if 
you think no more of my article 
than to file it in the morgue, dig 
it out and return it to me at once.” 

Many inquiries were in conversa- 
tions and, of course, were more 
easily answered. For example, when 
a person was giving me a good- 
natured digging about his article 
not being printed, I told him he 
had not graced the office with the 
article. He maintained he had, and 
knew the subject. I searched the 
file but did not find it. I said, 
“When you go back home, find it 
and send it in.” He did. 

It is my memory that my re- 
actions to articles were as varied 
as were the numbers and nature 
of the manuscripts. While reading 
some smoothly flowing articles, I 
would think, “That sounds like a 
sermon I have read by so and so,” 
and when I checked, I found if I 
should have run it I would have 
been a party to plagiarism. A few 
wanted to know what the differ- 
ence was in their preaching a per- 
son’s sermon word for word and 
running it in the paper. My reply 
was, “It could be a term in jail 
dining on cornbread, peas, and 
clear water or scorched coffee.” 


Some articles had to be turned 
down for other reasons which were 
nevertheless difficult to explain 
and ‘at times placed a strain on 
the ties of friendship. Yet, may I 
hasten to say that there were so 
many ministers and laymen who 
contributed good, edifying, timely 
articles that generally there was 
plenty of excellent copy for every 
issue. 


It was my position that since 
the Evangel was the official organ 
of the Church, it naturally should 
be the voice of every department. 
However, I presume that all the 
editors, as well as myself, have had 
difficulty securing copy from the 
departments to run as often as de- 
sired. 

Then, too, I also remember a few 
touchy points about selecting and 
editing features for our paper: for 
instance, the matter of belated 
obituaries and why. The answer 
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was that no one took time until 
weeks or months had passed to 
send them in to the editor. Con- 
sequently, the obituaries of out- 
standing ministers or members who 
departed this life in January were 
run in June. It might have ap- 
peared reprimanding to put the 
date the obituaries were received; 
yet I think an editor would be 
justified in doing so. 

Suitable editorials are not as 
easily written as some might pos- 
sibly think. An editorial might be 
perfectly good and timely in one 
issue and almost useless and inap- 
propriate in another. However, I 
am sure that hit-or-miss, editori- 
als in our publications are written 
with sincere, prayerful intentions. 
It was my happy privilege to cover 
many events throughout the na- 
tion and in countries abroad. 


It is commonly accepted by an 
editor that if the majority of the 
readers consistently accept his 
writings, as well as the layout and 
features he edits, he is being treat- 
ed kindly. I am happy to remem- 
ber that the Evangel- circulation 
reached at least some of its high- 
est points while I was editor and I 
think this fact proves that I was 
treated kindly. This I remember 
with gratitude. Ohe other high 
point in my editorial work was be- 
ing able to set up a universal ex- 
change of publications with other 
editors. This I am sure is still be- 
ing carried on. We also set up some 
new items of publication for the 
Sunday School department. 


May I say further that I recall 
with deep appreciation the kind- 
ness shown me by the ministers 
throughout the Church by extend- 
ing to me invitations to speak for 
them on special occasions. It is also 
a pleasure to remember having the 
privilege to represent the publish- 
ing interest as a member of the 
National Sunday School Commit- 
tee and the Evangelical Press As- 
sociation, also as a committeeman 
in the Pentecostal Fellowship of 
North America and above all, the 
privilege of attending the World 
Pentecostal Convention in London, 
England, as a representative of the 
Church. 

Nothing could be more pleasant 
in my reminiscing than that of the 


cooperation of Charles W. Conn; 
Miss Irene Wales; Mrs. Geneva 
Carroll; Mrs. Arwana Brown; 
Esther Driggers Eubanks; those in 
the Music Department, Otis McCoy 
and Vep Ellis; the printing fore- 
man, Lee Bell, and all associated 
with him in the printing plant. It 
was also pleasant to be closely as- 
sociated the first two years with 
A. M. Phillips and the last two 
years with Cecil Bridges, business 
managers. 

May I say in conclusion a hearty 
“God bless you” to the present ed- 
itor, his staff, and committee for 
the great work that they are doing. 
I would especially want to say a 
word of deep appreciation for the 
outstanding books that Brother 
Conn has written: Like a Mighty 
Army, The Evangel Reader, Where 
the Saints Have Trod, and Pillars of 
Pentecost. This is an almost un- 
believable feat in addition to his 
excellent work as editor. 

Sister Bright joins me in sending 
best regards to the readers of our 
church publications throughout the 
world. 
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I have found it my privilege to 
tell about the Home. It has really 
been a blessing to me. I want to 
express my a raga to the 
Home. It really is a wonderful 
place to be and I also want Brother 
Bridges and Brother Walker to 
have my appreciation and thanks 
for taking me into the Home. I 
have really enjoyed myself since 
the day I came. We have a swim- 
ming pool and a gymnasium to 
skate and play ball in. 

There are about 230 children in 
the Home. Brother Bridges is the 
superintendent of the Home. We 
have wonderful matrons working 
up here and we have church and 
school on the campus. Visitors are 
welcome any time. We are all like 
brothers and sisters. The Home is 
located in Sevierville, Tennessee. 

I do want to thank the Home 
for what it has done for me. 

—Kathleene Newham 
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I have been in the Church of 
God Home about 4 years and I 
really enjoy myself. We have our 
own gymnasium and swimming 
pool. We are allowed to go swim- 
ming about twice a week, if not 
more. We can go to town and the 
library. We have a summer vaca- 
tion and Christmas vacation. When 
we have a birthday, we get a pres- 
ent from the Home. The people 
here are very nice and sweet to us. 
They all love us and we love them. 
I will tell you that this is the best 
place for anyone who doesn’t have 
a home. —Martha Rogers 
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We have a very nice home to live 
in. It is a very wonderful place 
for anyone who doesn’t have a 
place to stay. We have Daily Va- 
cation Bible School every year and 
many: interesting things to learn 
about. We have two different crafts 
classes. We have two girls’ choruses 
which sing very beautifully. We 
have piano students who take piano 
lessons from an excellent piano 
teacher. Here we have Boy Scouts 
and Girl Scouts. We have a coupon 
room into which go very valuable 
coupons from a lot of states. Ev- 
ery year we have a banquet and 
12 or 13 people get to take a trip 
to places like New York or Nash- 
ville. I like the Home a lot. 

—Hazel Lee Wallace 


I have been in the Home for al- 
most 11 years. I came to the Home 
at the age of 3. My name is Carolyn 
Ann Brown. 

My duties at the Home are not 
hard and I enjoy them. I make 
my own bed and clean my room. 
Before every meal I set two tables 
with fifteen plates to the table. On 
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Monday I do my own ironing, and 
the rest of the week is free to play, 
study, or whatever I wish. I think 
very much of the Home and the 
workers. If there had not been a 
Home, I cannot say where I would 
be today. My mother and father 
separated and my grandmother, 
Mrs. Florida Brown, took me and 
my 2 brothers into her home and 
later put us in the Home for Chil- 
dren. My bigger brother left and I 
am very proud to say that he left 
with a very good name. 

We have a swimming pool and a 
gym. I have been lucky enough to 
be lifeguard for the girls. 

I want to say that I really ap- 
preciate the Home and all you peo- 
ple and your churches for helping 
support the wonderful Home that is 
yours and mine. 

—Carolyn Ann Brown 
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My name is Joyce Faye Wilson 
and I am 14 years old. I have been 


in the Home almost 3 years. Ever 
since I have been here, I have en- 
joyed it. I think the Church of God 
Home for Children is the best or- 
ganization for children with brok- 
en homes or whose parents are 
dead. 

We have a gymnasium and a 
oo pool that we enjoy dur- 
ing our free time. We have man 
outdoor games like shuffleboard, 
softball, baseball, and football. 

There are many things that I 
thank the Home for. We have a 
good supply of clothes, food, and 
many more things. 

I surely do thank Brother Bridges 
and Brother Walker for every- 
thing they have done for me. They 
have been like a father to me and 
I will always remember them. 

I really appreciate the Home and 
the people that help to support it. 


—Joyce Wilson 


I would like to say how much I 
enjoy living at the Church of God 





Home for Children. My father died 
in February two years ago and my 
mother, 2 brothers, and sister came 
to live at the Home. My mother is 
a matron. 

We get the best Christian train- 
ing. We have nice clothing and 
good food. We go to church 3 times 
a week. We have a swimming pool 
that we can use the year around. 
We have a gym and nice picnic 
grounds. I belong to the Girl Scouts. 

Everyone is nice to us. Brother 
Walker and Brother Bridges do ev- 
erything they can to make us hap- 
Py. We all love them very much. I 
like to do what I can to make the 
Home proud of me. To me, the 
Home is tops. Pray for us at the 
Home. —Carol Pugh 


The Church of God Home for 
Children is for children from brok- 
en homes from any state and any 
church. It is under the care of the 
best people — the superintendent, 


Rev. Cecil Bridges; and assistant 
superintendent, Rev. R. R. Walker. 
They are really nice men. The 
Home has a lot of nice workers. 
They take care of the boys and 
girls and work on the farm. 

The Home has a nice Board 
which says if the Home can do cer- 

things. The Board decides if 
we can go home on vacation. The 
Board’s chairman is Rev. C. W. 
Webb. He is one of the nicest men 
in the Home. 

The Home supplies just about ev- 
erything that any boy or girl would 
want. They give us a bed, food 
pleasure, and Christian training. 

The Home stands strong for the 
Church of God and it does not 
have anything else but Church of 
God teaching and training. 

The Home sends us to school. 
They get the things that we need 
to go to school. 

e Home has a lot of clean fun. 

We have Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 

Brownies, and Cub Scouts. It is 

hg play with all the boys and 
rls. 
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The Home is what a boy or girl 
should be satisfied to live in. It is 
the nicest place for those who are 
orphans, have broken homes, or 
have just one parent living. 

—Ray McCormick 
Se ¢ 

My name is Linda Jean Fauber. 
I am 12 years of age and in the 
8th grade. I have been in the 
Church of God Home for Children 
for 5 years and have truly enjoyed 
my stay. I appreciate Brother 
Bridges, Brother Walker, and the 
employees for the many wonderful 
things they have done for me 
these past 5 years. I dearly love the 
hall where I am now. I am a helper 
in the little girls’ nursery and really 
enjoy my work. My housemother is 
Sister Fugate. To me she is just 
— perfect to teach little chil- 

en. 

I am very thankful that my 
mother is in the Home. She is the 
secretary and always trys her best 


at everything she does. There have 
been om ! times we all get dis- 
couraged, but the yA thing to do 
is pray. Truly I love the Home and 
what it has done for me, and I am 
sure that my mother, brother, and 
sister who are here think so, too 
Remember us everywhere you go 
through life. 
—Linda Jean Fauber 
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I would like to tell you what I 
think of the Home. The Church of 
God Home for Children has been 
a blessing to me. It is a wonderful 
lace and I like it very much. I 
ave been here in the Home for 
more than two years. I appreciate 
the Home in many ways—for cloth- 
ing, food, and many other things. 
e have a coupon room where 
the big girls work. We have a gym- 
nasium and a swimming 1. The 
church and school are right here 
at the Home. We surely do have a 

lot of fun. 


There are approximately 200 chil- 
dren in the Home and about 25 
matrons working in the Home. We 
have different halls, depending on 
our age. We get a gift for our 
birthday. —Betty Rose Wilson 


I would like to express ~~. ap- 
preciation to the Home. The Home 
is a very nice place. We get a 
vacation twice a year and have a 
very nice time. The church is a 
very nice place to go to Sunday 
School. Brother Bridges and Broth- 
er Walker are very nice men. We 
all love them. We go to the fair 
once a year. We go to school 9 
months and we all go to church 
on Sunday and Thursday. The ma- 
trons are very nice to the children 
and the children are nice to the 
matrons. There are more than 200 
in the Church of God Home for 
Children. We have Bible school ev- 
ery summer. We get a gift for our 
birthday. —Ruby Cutshaw 


A. i 4 
4 ir ~ 


I am a girl 12 years of age. I 
have been in the Home 5 years. It 
was here that I found the Lord. 
We have church services 3 times 
each week. 

We enjoy going swimming, skat- 
ing, and playing ball. Our swim- 
ming l is indoors and so is our 
gym. We have Girl Scouts and Boys 
Scouts. We go to school here. 

I like to live here, for I think it is 
a nice place for boys and girls. Our 
oungest child is 2 years old and 
he oldest is 18 years old. I love and 
appreciate the Home and the 
Church of God for all they have 
done for me. I have a brother 15 
years old and he is in the 10th 
grade. I am in the 8th grade. 


—Martha Lou Hornbuckle 
e® @ 


My name is Sue Fugate and I 
have been in the Home for Chil- 
dren 5% years. I like it very, ve 
much. I cannot explain how muc 


the Home has done for me. I would 
like to express how I feel about the 
Home. To Mother and me it is our 
only home. Sometimes I feel like I 
want to leave, but I soon forget it 
because every day I learn to love 
the Home more and more. I would 
like to express my thanks to Broth- 
er Bridges, Brother Walker, and 
many others, but most of all to my 
mother for she is the main one. 
The Home has helped me in many 
ways, ways in which I cannot ex- 
press. The Home is a wonderful 
place in which to live when you do 
not have a home to live in. I am 
in the Girls’ Chorus and the Girl 
Scouts, things I have wanted to do 
but did not get a chance to until 
I came to the Home. I really do 
appreciate the Church of God 
ome for Children. 
—Sue Fugate 


I like the Church of God Home 
for Children because to me it 
means everything—a home to rely 
on, Christian training, security, 
and remem 3 worthwhile to do at 
all times. Although my mother is 
a housemother here, I still love the 
Home. 

Rev. Cecil Bridges is like a buddy 
to us. He understands our prob- 
lems and enjoys our fun. Rev. R. R. 
Walker is more like our “daddy.” 
He understands and gives us good 
counsel. 

We have our own church services 
on the campus, under the super- 
vision of our ee, each 
Sunday morning and night. 
Y.P.E. services are held Thursday 
nights under the supervision of 
Rev. Robert Cox. Our Sunday 
School is ee by capable teach- 
ers. Our Music Department is un- 
der the leadership of Sister Evelyn 
Holcombe and Rev. B. E. Smith. 

The thing I like most about the 
Home is the scouting program. We 
have a Boy Scout Troop, Cub Scout 
Pack, Brownie Troop, Girl Scout 
Troop, and Explorer Post. Rev. J. I. 
Burnett is our Boy Scout and Ex- 
plorer leader. Sister Burnett is the 
Girl Scout leader. Each summer the 
Boy Scouts and Explorers go to 
summer camp. The Girl Scouts go 
occasionally. We boys have one of 
the most active troops in the state. 

We also have a swimming pool, 

m, and a softball diamond. We 

ave a big campus for the chil- 
dren to play on. We have swings, 
a sliding board, and other things 
for the children to play with. 

Naturally, being a boy of 14, I 
like the dining room. Robert Cox is 
the supervisor there. His wife is 
the dining room hostess. We have 
a well-balanced diet every meal. 

This is why I said that the Home 
means everything to me. 


—Nathan Stewart 
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| HOW FAR IS THE SUNDAY SCHOOL AND YOUTH 


DEPARTMENT REACHING? 





Sunday School and youth work in the Church 
of God are aware of the gratifying progress 
that has been made since its beginning. 

As is true of most church endeavors, the program of 
Sunday School and youth work, in the beginning for 
the most part, was a matter of local creation. How 
grateful we are that the very first Assembly encouraged 
the work of Sunday Schools. 

The subsequent progress in the area of Christian 
education is to be appreciated and those who con- 
tributed to greater emphasis on Sunday School and 
youth work through the years are to be admired and 
respected. 

Beyond doubt, the Sunday School and Youth De- 
partment of the Church of God has risen to the 
challenge and has developed into a strong, vigorous, 
and life-giving function. For a number of years, the 
arms of the Sunday School and Youth Department 
have reached farther and farther across the United 
States and Canada, and its fingers have reached into 
local: church after local church, giving guidance and 
aid to more effective and successful Sunday School 
and youth evangelism. Now there is perhaps no church 
in the Church of God which has not directly felt the 
influence of the National Sunday School and Youth 
Department. 

Training certificates, numbering into the thousands, 
have been awarded our workers. In the 1958-59 church 
year, 11,468 certificates were awarded. 

For many years, Sunday School was conducted with- 
in the church itself, and its outreach was limited. 
Now approximately 420 Sunday School extension de- 
partments help carry the Sunday School lesson to 
those who cannot attend Sunday School. 

The importance of Vacation Bible Schools comes 
into focus more and more each year (638 were con- 
ducted last year), which is another indication that 
the arms of Sunday School and youth work are reach- 
ing farther and farther. A total Sunday School at- 
tendance of 10,790,572 and a total Y.P.E. attendance 
of 5,020,015 (1958-59) are convincing enough that 
the work of the Sunday School and Youth Depart- 


eS HOSE WHO HAVE followed the growth of the 
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BY O. W. POLEN 
National Sunday School and Youth Director 


Seated (left to right): Cecil B. Knight, Assistant Na- 
tional Director; O. W. Polen, National Director; Ber- 
nice Stout, Associate Editor of “Pilot.” Standing (left 
to right): Sue Snyder, clerk-typist; Bill Dobben, Di- 
rector of Lamplighters and Stock Control Clerk; Re- 
becca Cannon, Secretary to National Director. 


ment never ceases. Every moment and every hour of 
the day finds its arms reaching farther and farther 
to serve the great Church of God. 

Not too long ago services in the interest of our 
youth were mostly confined to the local church. Now 
nearly fifty youth camps annually, with an approxi- 
mate enrollment of 8,000, serve as a most effective 
means of reaching and holding youth, for the church. 
Lamplighters Clubs (well over 1,000 of these are 
in operation) are another evidence of expansion. 

NOW it has become evident that the arms of Sun- 
day School and youth work have reached into the 
foreign fields. 

Working with the National Sunday School and 
Youth Department, the Executive Missions Secretary, 
L. H. Aultman, mailed annual Sunday School and 
Y.P.E. reports. to the mission fields for the first time. 
Twenty-eight countries or territories reported, and 
what a thrill it was to detect how far and to what 
extent the arms of the Sunday School and Youth 
Department have reached into the mission fields: 


86 W.T.C. certificates have been awarded 

47 branch Sunday Schools have been started 
59 Vacation Bible Schools have been conducted 
8 Lamplighters Clubs have been organized 

18 Y.P.E.’s are using the Pilot 

3 observed National Youth Week last year 

5 reported youth camps 


These results are outstanding when it is realized 
that they were obtained mostly as a result of initiative 
on the part of the missionaries and workers after 
hearing or reading about these of the national 
Sunday School and youth program of the Church of 
God. 

Praise God for these new areas into which the 
Sunday School and Youth Department has reached 
and, more important, we praise Him for the prospects 
of sharing more of the Sunday School and Youth 
program with the foreign fields as the Missions 
Department and the Sunday School and Youth 
Department continue to join hands in the ministry of 
Sunday School and youth work. 
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By LEWIS J. WILLIS 


is the Christian grace which is most frequently 

mentioned in the Bible. No grace brings greater 
glory to Christ and greater blessing to man. Hope 
creates expectation of better things to come, love 
supplies a warm and willing heart, but faith brings 
an empty hand and receives everything needed. By 
faith we begin; by faith we progress; by faith we 
arrive. No grace is more vital to victorious Christian 
living. We ought to ask, “Is my faith true and genu- 
ine?” The poor woman found faith, though weak and 
imperfect, which earned for her the Master’s com- 
mendation, “Thy faith hath made thee whole.” 
‘One becomes more and more appreciative of the 
Lord Jesus Christ as he observes His beautiful life. 
The writer described Him well when he said, “He 
went about doing good.” After uttering the soul- 
invigorating parables in Mark 4, the Lord made His 
way by boat: toward the shore of the land of the 


O UR TEXT SPEAKS of the reward of faith. This 








Gadarenes. While en route a terrific storm arose 
which threatened the very lives of His party. When 
awakened by the frantic calls of His disciples, He 
stood and rebuked the tempest. The startled sailors 
muttered in amazement, “Even the wind and sea obey 
him.” 

When He arrived in the land of the Gadarenes, He 
found one who was bound by unciean spirits. So ter- 
rible was his demon possession that he broke the 
chains and fetters with which the people sought to 
constrain him. His home was among the tombs where 
he lamented the cry of the doomed and cut himself 
on the stones. Jesus delivered this poor man. A legion 
of devils was thrust from him and took their abode 
in a herd of swine which subsequently ran into. the 
sea and were drowned. The people, although aware of 
a great miracle, besought Him to leave their country, 
for they were afraid. 

Leaving the man clothed and in his right mind to 
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publish the news of his glorious deliverance, Jesus 
crossed back over the sea. There He was met by a 
ruler of the synagogue, a man who had oversight of 
the arrangements of worship, Jairus by name. His 
little daughter lay dying, and he besought Jesus to re- 
turn with him and lay hands upon her that she might 
live. Jesus was on His way to Jairus’ home when He 
was touched by the woman about whom we shall 
study today. 

Among the crowd which thronged the Lord as He 
went with Jairus to minister to hjs little daughter 
was a poor woman who had been sick of a dreadful 
disease for twelve years. For these many years she 
had been the victim of an illness which had stripped 
her of family, home, and friends. After these terrible 
years her life had become darkened by continual 
suffering and disease. She was now poor, weak, un- 
known, and ceremonially unclean. Her world had 
turned a dull gray as she awaited the deliverance of 
death. 

She had sought help from others but had failed. 
The physicians had treated her with the remedies 
known at that time. Evidently she had been subjected 
to humiliating and even gruesome treatments as she 
visited one doctor after another. She only grew worse. 
Finally she had spent all she had, and yet her life 
was slowly wasting away. The sunset of a life, torn 
by disappointment and mutilated by terriblé suffering, 
seemed to be drawing near. 


This woman is typical of a million other souls. They 
have been afflicted by the terrible scourge of sin. 
Slowly, almost imperceptibly, the deterioration takes 
place. Sin begins its deadly work. Attitudes change; 
ideals are altered; ambitions are compromised; char- 
acter deteriorates. The thought life is polluted, and 
subsequent actions emphasize the evil tendencies. 

Draining away into the numerous pleasures of Sa- 
tanic inventions are the finer sensibilities of a soul 
that could have been great. 

Often these derelicts of sin make an effort toward 
rescue. They affirm their good intentions. A dozen 
new leaves are turned; promises by the score are 
made and broken. Then finally, they spend them- 
selves into utter helplessness seeking a better con- 
science in good intentions and stained self-righteous- 
ness. Sin has taken its toll and perdition enlarges 
itself to receive them. 

As the shadows of despair gathered about this poor 
woman, the murmuring of the crowd brought her a 
ray of hope. Jesus the Healer was near. She had 
doubtlessly heard of His merciful healing of others 
like herself. Now she came to the outskirts of the 
crowd which pressed upon Jesus. She longed to touch 
Him. Because of her humiliating disease, she was 
naturally most timid. After all, she was ceremonially 
unclean and had no right to be in the crowd. But she 
was perishing and her weak but militant faith as- 
sured her that just a touch of His garment would be 
sufficient. She dared to face the crowd and find a 
Deliverer. 

An often repeated allusion to this particular event 
was the fact -that the people crowded upon Christ, 
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but this distressed soul wished to touch Him. There is 
a tremendous difference. Some folk crowd upon Je- 
sus with their attendance at church, their reading of 
the Bible, their singing of the hymns, their impas- 
sionate prayers, but they fail to touch Christ. While 
they crowd Jesus with this empty form of worship, 
a dying thief touches Him and is redeemed, a con- 
trite publican prays and is forgiven, and a diseased 
woman reaches desperately forward, touches Him, and 
is healed. 

Great faith is manifested in the woman’s effort for 
deliverance. She said, “I shall be whole”—not relieved 
or helped, but delivered completely. What a strong 
and beautiful faith to expect help where all other 
help had failed! What a daring faith to believe that 
just a touch of His garment would be sufficient! Yet 
at this very point lay her danger. She believed in 
Him so much that she felt that she need not touch 
Him, for His garment was sufficient. Her danger was 
that she might fail to recognize that her healing was 
from Christ and not a garment, and because of faith 
and not a touch. Such is the possibility of a new 
convert, but her faith was real even though imper- 
fect. “And straightway the fountain of her blood was 
dried up; and she felt in her body that she was healed 
of the plague.” 

The Lord stopped on His errand of mercy to Jairus’ 
home and asked, “Who touched my clothes?” for He 
knew virtue had gone out of Him. We know He knew 
who touched Him, even to the complete history of the 
woman. He was omniscient. He knew where to look, 
for presently, “He looked round about to see her that 
had done this thing.” Her faith needed to be per- 
fected and purified; thus the Lord called her forth. 

There is kindness in the Lord’s discipline. We may 
be assured that He did not wish to humiliate this poor 
woman, but rather to complete her blessing. Now He 
would teach and prepare her to confess Him else- 


where. A singular benediction would be given her and ' 


she would go forth into a new life. 

So the Lord called her forth. Her womanly shame- 
facedness was natural and commendable. Beyond and 
above everything, however, this woman knew what 
had happened to her. Not fully comprehending the 
full significance of it all, she possibly feared that her 
blessing would be withdrawn. With much trembling 
she fell down before Him and confessed the truth. Oh, 
blessed day when man prostrates himself before Christ 
confessing the truth! Heaven smiles and angels sing 
in that hour. 

Presently the Lord conferred upon her a distinctive 
commendation. Her great faith and terrible misery 
drew forth a lofty word from His tender lips. He ad- 
dressed her as “Daughter.” Never before or afterward 
in the Scriptures did He address another with this 
term. He continued, “Thy faith hath made thee whole.” 
His mercy bore her suffering, and His faithfulness 
rewarded her faith. Thus He corrected her error. Now 
she knew that faith and not a touch had delivered 
her, and that Christ and not His garment had reached 
her. Henceforth, she would no doubt testify freely 
and courageously of her deliverance and her Christ. 

















What Is 






school is its association with its supporting de- 
nomination. 

Normally, it is expected that the college should re- 
flect the teachings, the missions and the practices of 
the Church. This philosophy of church related educa- 
tion is the basis of Lee College’s identifying motto: 
Fundamental in belief: Pentecostal in emphasis: 
World-wide vision. 

Fundamental in belief: Doctrinally, both the Church 
of God and Lee College are committed to the con- 
servative position in theology. Though the school is 
not exclusively a theology institution, Lee College be- 
lieves that teachings of Scripture must be brought to 
bear on every area of learning. 

Bible study is a vital part of every curriculum of- 
fered at Lee College, and the aim in all the classes 
is to integrate every subject with the Bible and re- 
ligion. Lee College feels that this goal can be reached 
without the loss of academic distinction and without 
the loss of the views of Scripture. 

Pentecostal in emphasis: Evangelism and witness- 
ing lie at the center of the movement identified to- 
day as “Pentecostal.” The Church of God is one of the 
oldest denominations which bears the identification 
as Pentecostal. Lee College feels that the vigor that 
is so often attributed to ministers should also be a 
part of the Christian profession whether the individual 
is a minister of the gospel or a layman. 

The religious clubs on the campus carry on a stimu- 
lating program of Christian services in deputational 
work. These programs carry the students into church 
services, mission schools, social work and prison evan- 
gelism. All students (regardless of their educational or 
professional goal) are invited to participate in these 
programs. 

World-wide in vision: Most of the missionaries of 
the Church of God have been trained for their pro- 
fession at Lee College. The Missions Club is one of the 
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most active clubs on the campus, and it conducts 
annual drives for the support of missionaries and their 
endeavors. This interest in missions has not only given 
a distinct religious atmosphere to Lee College; but it 
has also been responsible for inviting to the campus 
many foreign students. . 

Lee’s present and former students have come from 
practically every part of the world—India, Korea, Is- 
rael, Jordan, South Africa, Germany, Haiti, Cuba and 
others. The student at Lee, with these associations, 
is afforded an opportunity to broaden his interests 
and education from the cultural and social aspects 
as well as the religious. 

This three fold program of training and outlook is 
integrated with the view that the individual must 
learn to live in the freedom of his fullest capacities. 
This is the reason for the five divisions of Lee College 
—High School, Junior College, School of Music, .Re- 
ligious Education, and Bible College. 

The High School is a college preparatory program, 
and is accredited by the Southern Association of Col- 
leges and Secondary Schools. The Junior College is a 
general education program preparing the student to go 
into advanced college work in the Liberal Arts. The 
School of Music is a terminal program in church 
music; its primary aim is to prepare directors of mus- 
ic for the local church program. 

The Religious Education program is an adult edu- 
cation program, which has only one educational pre- 
requisite for admission; that prerequisite is the ability 
to read and write. The aim of this division of Lee 
College is to take adults who have little or no formal 
education and lead them as far as their abilities permit 
in Christian education. 

The Bible College is a terminal program in Biblical 
education and Christian education. Its aim is the 
preparation of Christian workers in the fields of evan- 
gelism, pastoral work, church educational direction 
and other areas of Christian endeavor. 
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For almost half a century, 
the Church of God Evangel 
has been a leading voice of 
the Pentecostal movement. 
Here in one compact vol- 
ume is the spirit and the 
essence of all those years, 
available again to inspire 
and instruct the reader. 
This is the chronicle of a 
people and their faith, a 
heart-warming, account of 
their lives and their reli- 
gion. It is history in the 
rough, edited with direction 
and purpose, to reveal the 
subtle and almost imper- 
ceptible gradations of 
thought and objectives of a 
church in growth. 

There is no toilsome read- 
ing in these pages, but it is 
ideal for the quiet, unhur- 
ried hour. It is for brows- 
ing, for inspiration, and for 
the building of faith. 


Z 
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... represents 48 years 
of Pentecostal 
literature 









a compilation of articles 
and statements by more than 100 authors 

which have appeared in the Evangel 
during the past 48 years. 
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compiled and edited 
by “Y / ey 
Cali oi 


There are three sections to 
the book, The first is a rep- 
resentative selection of 
Pentecostal sermons, from 
1910 to the present; the 
second is a section of typi- 
cal Pentecostal experiences, 
expressions and records; 
concluded with a folio of 
photographs. Any reader, 
whether or not a member 
of the Church of God, or 
even the Pentecostal faith, 
will find here many hours 
of delightful reading. 
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Editorial Deparment: Seated (left to right), Geneva 
Carroll, Editor of Junior Literature; Irene Wales, Edi- 
tor of Primary Literature; Charles W. Conn, Editor- 
in-Chief; Lewis J. Willis, Director of Sunday School 
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A posium on ent questions and blems of 
the life. the contributors have select- 
ed as authorities on the question involved. Their answers 
represent their candid personal views and are intended to 
give light on various facets of the question. 

Readers are invited to submit to the editor any question 
oS think would be beneficial for such public printed 

on. 





“WHAT IS OUR GREATEST DANGER OF WORLDLINESS 
IN THE CHURCH? 


HE THREAT OF WORLDLINESS is constant 

and the struggle of the Church against it never 

ends. Recognizing that we must pass from each 
victory to a new struggle, the Evangel has solicited 
the viewpoint of several outstanding church leaders on 
this important matter. The views of the following 
are printed exactly as they were received. 

D. C. Boatwright, Overseer of Ohio, and member of 
the Lee College Board of Directors, has been a min- 
ister in the Church of God since his young manhood. 

Vessie D. Hargrave, Superintendent of Latin Ameri- 
ca, has an intimate acquaintance with the Church in 
the homeland and throughout the Latin American 
countries. 

D. G. Homner, Overseer of New Mexico, has served 
in the remote corners of our land: New England, the 
Pacific Northwest, and the Southwest. 

Wade H. Horton, Overseer of Mississippi, as foreign 
missions field representative, has visited the Church 
of God in practically every country where it exists. 

Ray H. Hughes, Overseer of Maryland and Dela- 
ware, and member of the Evangelism Committee, is 
one of the most popular evangelists and camp meet- 
ing speakers in the Church of, God. 

Avis Swiger, Lee College instructor, has been teach- 
ing and observing the young people of the Church of 
God for twenty-five years. 

These people have given their honest opinion on 

. this important question. What is your opinion? 


D. C. BOATWRIGHT 


“God’s Word still speaks but is falling on deaf ears.” 


I HAVE BEEN asked my opinion on what 
is our greatest danger of worldliness in our church. 
First of all, allow me to state that there is a danger- 
ous trend in our church today to try to become as 
much like the world as we possibly can. We are listen- 
ing more to the opinions and thinking of the world 
than the demands of God and His Word. God’s 
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Word still speaks but is falling on deaf ears — or 
is given a secondary place in the lives of many 
for they care more about what the world thinks 
than what God’s Word states and fear the world’s 
criticism more than the judgment of God. This, I 
believe, is our greatest danger. 


sm 


VESSIE D. HARGRAVE 


“Worldly inclinations are apparent only when god- 
liness is lacking.” 


WORLDLINESS IS THE opposite of 
Christ-likeness, righteousness, and holiness, world- 
liness cannot cohabit with these God-given attributes. 
The first implies the world in you; the latter the 
indwelling of God, that which is celestial and not of 
the world. Therefore, worldliness comes only when 
there is failure to entertain the spiritual force which 
dwells within the redeemed. A consecrated life gives 
no room for the world. A sanctified (holy) person 
‘is not of the world,” even as Jesus said that He was 
not of this world. 

The apparent key which unlocks the door permitting 
worldliness to come in is carelessness—carelessness 
in our daily devotions and our prayer life. Instead of 
“pray without ceasing,” the world has ceased to pray. 
Instead of rightly dividing the Word, time is spent 
reading cheap unessential literature and often porno- 
graphic trash. The family altar has been replaced by 
the family TV programs. Thus the family retires in 
an attitude of “swing,” “shoot-em up,” and night- 


marish suspense instead of “Now I lay me down to. 


sleep; I pray the Lord my soul to keep.” The serene, 
secure feeling is exchanged for a never satisfying 
longing for the fantastic, unreal, questionable, and 
worldly. — 

Worldly inclinations are apparent only when god- 
liness is lacking. One moves out when the other one 
moves in. Let us carefully guard our prayer life, Bible 
reading, and our spiritual consecration, and there 
will be no room for the world. 
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D. G. HOMNER 


“When one finds a worldly church, he is apt to 
find a worldly-minded pastor.” 


IT HAS BEEN SAID, “As the clergy goes, 
so goes the church.” This may seem like a sharp 
rebuke directed especially to the clergy, but since I 
have been doing some provocative thinking and per- 
sonal heart-searching on the above question, I feel 
that the statement has great merit in it. 


We, as ministers, with the help of the Holy Spirit, 
must do our best to steer the church in the right 
direction. We must always be a real example of 
Christian living both in the pulpit and out. For if we 
expect to see holiness lived and manifested in the 
lives of our people, it must first be manifested in 
the lives of the spiritual leaders. That is why the 
Apostle Paul wrote to the young minister, Timothy, 
and encouraged him to be an example of the believers, 
in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, 
and in purity. 


Usually when one finds a spiritual church, he is 
more than likely to find a spiritual pastor also; when 
one finds a worldly church, he is apt to find a worldly- 
minded pastor. 


A ministry which is more interested in personal 
comfort, personal gain, TV, sports, etc., and has no 
time for prayer or study is the greatest friend to 
worldliness. On the other hand, the minister who 
gives himself to the study of the Word and to prayer 
is the greatest foe to worldliness in the church. He 
is a good and wise shepherd, one who is ever on the 
alert to warn, protect, and feed the flock which is 
under his care. 


WADE H. HORTON 


“The church cannot rise above its ministry. As the 
ministry goes, so goes the church.” 


IT IS MY CANDID opinion that the 
greatest danger of worldliness in the church is in a 
ministry (especially in high places) that is not spirit- 
ual enough to lead its membership into deeper 
experiences of the heart which would curb the world- 
ly trend that is continually increasing year after year, 
and not fearless enough to courageously and militantly 
raise its voice against the constant encroachment of 
worldly and sinful practices. When the ministry is 
spiritual in its preaching and practicing, and uncom- 
promisingly speaks out against every insidious inva- 
sion of worldliness, most of the difficulties will disap- 
pear. The church cannot rise above its ministry. 
As the ministry goes, so goes the church. 


MRS. AVIS SWIGER 


“I fear we, as a church, are in-grave danger of 
forgetting our real calling ... and of following the 
lethargy of the world.” 


I AM SURE THAT there are many 
dangers facing the church that might be thought 
of as worldly things, among them the television, 
participation in amusements, dress, desire for power, 
authority, or popularity. But the most serious threat 
today, as I see it, is complacency. 

By worldliness I take it that we mean “like the 
world” or following the example of the world rather 
than the way of God. 

Satan is the author of the feeling of complacency or 
self-satisfaction. God’s way is to continue to strive for 
greater heights in His service. God has given us the 
great commission which places upon the church the 
responsibility of witnessing to all the world of His 
saving grace. Satan has lulled the world, as well as 
many churches, into a feeling of self-satisfaction. I 
fear we, as a church, are in grave danger of forgetting 
our real calling (which is world-wide witnessing) and 
of following the lethargy of the world. 


WA 


RAY H. HUGHES 


“It seems difficult for some Pentecostals to know 
where to draw the line.” 


A BIBLE DEFINITION for worldliness is 
set forth in 1 John 2:16 “ ... the lust of the flesh, 
and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life.” In 
most circles, worldliness is thought of in terms of 
externals only, when actually the external is the fruit 
of worldliness which is internal. 

There are several danger signs and detours which 
today’s church faces..To be sure there is a growing 
tendency toward amusements and recreation of varied 
types. Participation in some of these is breaking down 
convictions and paving the way for gross iniquity. This 
problem will become more acute as “the end” draws 
near, for men shall be “... lovers of pleasures more 
than lovers of God” (2 Timothy 3:4). The church for 
many years tabooed most all recreation and amuse- 
ment and classified it as worldliness, but some soon 
realized that some forms of recreation and amusement 
must be provided for our constituency. Endeavoring 
to strike a happy medium has brought mixed emotions 
to most of us. How far should the church go? We 
have observed other churches who have gone over- 
board, and this should make us cautious. The church 
must serve the WHOLE MAN: body, soul and spirit. 
This means his spiritual, social, and recreational life. 
The whole of his activities should be built around the 
church. Strong leadership and teaching are needed 
at this point. In some places the pendulum is swinging 
too far toward amusement and recreation even to the 
extent that they are rivals of the church. Not enough 
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emphasis is placed on spiritual ac- 
tivities for young people such as 
street meetings, witnessing, tract 
distribution,: teen prayer meetings, 
attending rallies, and visitation. 
It seems difficult for some Pen- 
tecostals to know where to draw 
the line. There are those extremists 
who legislate standards that are 
binding and unbiblical, while oth- 
ers go to another extreme. Either 
degree of extremity is dangerous. 
To exact more of man than God 
requires is to set a goal he cannot 
reach and be happy. To relax any 
Bible requirement of holiness is to 
send a soul to hell. We must-not be 
confused. There is a Bible pattern. 
The aforementioned gives me a 
great déal of concern, but the 
greatest danger of worldliness does 
not’ always reflect itself in some 
forbidden sin or pleasure; but in 
an over-indulgence in something 
that is legitimate. “And take heed 
to yourselves, lest at any time your 
hearts be overcharged with surfeit- 
ing, and drunkenness, and cares of 
this life, and so that day come up- 


on you unawares” (Luke 21:34). . 


Hear the warning of Christ. 

The type of worldliness that pre- 
sents the greatest threat to our 
church is not listed in the Minutes 
of the General Assembly, nor can it 
be dealt with and cured by action 
of a disciplinary board. Professing 
church members have been over- 
come with the cares of this life 
(business, home, etc.) entangled in 
affairs of the world, and have be- 
come earth bound. It is a matter 
of non-conformity to the will of 
Christ and conformity to the world; 
not drinking, smoking, movie going, 
but their being absorbed and en- 
grossed in this present life until 
they have lost the vision of the 
life to come—these things steal time 
and render Christians ineffective. 
This phase of worldliness paralyzes 
prayer, the nerve center of the 
church, and makes church mem- 
bers fertile soil for sin of every 
description. It is so dangerous be- 
cause it approaches the church in 
such a subtle, innocent manner yet, 
like a leech it draws out the life 
blood of Christians and leaves them 
weak, pale, anemic, and subject to 
the devil’s bidding. 
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